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AN FM TRANSMITTER WILL LET YOU PLAY BACK MUSIC FROM ANY 
SMARTPHON E OR TABLET TO YOUR CAR STEREO, SIMPLY BY 
TUNING YOUR RADIO TO A SPECIFIC FREQUENCY. TECH LIFE TESTS 
FIVE OF THE LATEST. LINDSAY HANDMER 

FM TRANSMITTERS ARE a simple way 

to feed audio into a stereo that doesn't 

have an auxiliary (aka AUX) input. 

Commonly used with older car radios, 

they can also be used in your home. They 

are relatively low powered and easily 

suffer from interference, though modern 

models can automatically find the band 
that will give the best quality. Check what 

features you need - they can support 
everything from Bluetooth, to 3.Smm 

inputs, to complete hands free systems. 

Some Apple only models are also 
available that hold and charge your 

phone. Despite claims they are all the 

same, some very cheap models can have 

problems with stereo transmission and 

give poor quality music. If manually 

selecting the FM band to use, you can 

look up clear channels for your area on 

the internet. 

BUILT-IN FM TRANSMITTERS? 
In the past, some phones such as the 

okia 8 had FM transmitters built in. 

The older Sony Ericsson W980 Walkman 

phone even had a relatively high power 

FM transmitter with user selectable 

frequencies and a lOm range. These days 

the prevalence ofBluetooth makes this 

an unnecessary cost. 
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Kogan FM Transmitter 
Simple affordable music 
transmission from proactically 
any portable music device. 

PRICE: $24 

WEB: www.kogan .com.au 

CRITICAL SPECS: 3.Smm input jack, backlit 
screen, hands free voice comms, dual-USB 
car charger, inbuilt battery, 15g 

This straight-forward Kogan model is a 
basic yet functional FM transmitter that 

works with any phone or MP3 player. It 

uses a 3.Smm jack to plug into your 

device's headphone socket, and then 

transmits audio via FM to your car 

radio. You manually select the channel 

you want and it's got enough range to be 

used from basically anywhere inside the 

car (even the back seat). The unit is very 

compact and weighs in at just 15g, so it 's 

barely noticeable once plugged into your 
device. It has an internal battery, so 

you're not just limited to using it in the 

car either - we had no problems 

transmitting to our home stereo even 

when walking around the house. 

Transmission quality is good when close 

to the radio, though you'll need to make 

sure you hunt around and find a very 

clear channel. The unit comes with a 

micro USB car charger, though it can 

also be charged from most existing 

phone chargers. The charger also has a 

spare USB output, so you can charge 

your phone or other device in the car 

while powering the transmitter. Tuning 

the right channel is made easy even in 

the dark, with a bright blue LED backlight. 

The Kogan unit has a built in microphone, 

so you can also use it as a hands free. While 

this works fairly well, you do need to play 

around with volume and phone position a 
little to achieve the best quality. Overall this is 

a cheap yet relatively powerful unit. 

Plantronics K100 
Music and hands free voice 
communications all sewn up. 

• ••• 
PRICE: $49 

WEB: www.plantronics.com.au 

CRITICAL SPECS: Bluetooth input, dual mies for 
hands-free vo ice com ms, inbuilt speaker, USB car 
charger, inbuilt battery. 

Unlike other FM transmitters that add-in 
hands-free voice communications 

functionality as an afterthought, the 

Plantronics KlOO is built around it. It 

connects to your phone via Bluetooth, and 

then transmits any music or voice calls to 

your car speakers via FM radio. It also has its 

own inbuilt speaker as well as two noise

reducing microphones. Thanks to echo 

cancellation, the hands free voice 

functionality is excellent and we had no loss 

of quality when transmitting via FM. The 

KlOO connects to your phone via Bluetooth 

and is designed to clip onto your car visor; it 

has a battery that provides 17 hours of talk 

time or 15 days of standby. Tuning the right 

FM station is as simple as pressing the FM 
button, whereupon the KlOO will speak out 

the FM channel that you need to tune your 

radio to. The FM transmitter is quite powerful 
and, like the Kogan, can also be used to 


